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HEAD COACH JOSH McDANIELS 
 
On the significance of home-field advantage 
“I think it comes down to who’s the best team on that day. I know that playing at home is an advantage, there’s no question — because you don’t have to 
deal with (crowd noise) on offense and you have to deal with it on the road offensively. At the same time, something that really doesn’t get discussed much 
is that you have to deal with (the noise) on defense. The offense is doing what they’re doing and the defensive guys — it’s real noisy at home and we’ve got 
to make adjustments to their formations if they line up in a bunch or they line up in a different set, or what have you. We have to communicate that and 
really, you can’t hear each other out there on defense when you’re doing that or, I would say, it’s very limited, in terms of verbal communication that you can 
actually hear when you’re at home on defense. There’s obviously a comfort level playing at home, but I don’t think it’s a guarantee that you’re going to do 
anything, in terms of winning the game or dominating the game. I think emotion and energy play into how well you play, but you’ve got to play well to keep 
the energy and emotion high.” 
 
On whether it’s easier to focus on the road 
“There aren’t as many things that I think you are a part of — people coming into town or those kinds of things. Maybe (those things) are not as apparent on 
the road as they are at home. I think it comes down to who plays better, that’s what I think.” 
 
On teams traveling from the East Coast 
“I don’t really think it’s as big of a deal going from east to west, because you’re just playing later. It’s like playing a 4 p.m. game on the East Coast. I don’t 
think the time difference is that dramatic. You’re certainly not playing early in the morning — which, when we go east, we’re usually playing at 11 a.m. our 
time, which is a little bit different. But, I think we’ve adapted to it and gotten used to it over the course of two years — at least I have — and I think we’ve kind 
of gotten the idea of how to run the schedule for a week like that. But, coming (west) I don’t think there’s that big of a dramatic difference.” 
 
On whether the home-field advantage comes from being able to maintain a regular schedule 
“No, I think the home-field advantage for us — the air, the altitude and then simply the fact that we have a great fan base that’s going to create a lot of noise 
— that’s the home-field advantage. When we go on the road, the biggest thing we’re dealing with is not time, it’s communicating without being able to talk to 
each other and those kinds of things are the bigger issues any time you play on the road, so I don’t think the time change and all that stuff has a big effect on 
really anybody.” 
 
On how he expects the Jets to use their defensive backs 
“That’s for them to decide, obviously. I don’t know what they are going to choose to do in terms of matching — if they are going to match. If they are just 
going to play left and right, if they are going to bring anybody inside if we switch where our players are at — we haven’t really tried to think that far along 
because I think you are just chasing a ghost. We aren’t going to know the answer until we line up on Sunday and play. So, to sit there and hypothesize about 
who is going to cover (WR) Brandon Lloyd, who is going to be on (WR) Jabar (Gaffney), who is going to be on and (WR) Eddie (Royal) and what if (WR) 
Demaryius (Thomas) comes in? I think our time is better spent on focusing on what we are trying to do. We are just going to run our offense. If they have 
good players out there, then we feel like we have good players. We are going to throw it wherever we are supposed to throw it, no matter who is covering.” 
 
On the Jets’ ability to take away the top receiver 
“It doesn’t really matter. They are going to put whoever they are going to put on our guys, and we are not going to look out there and say, ‘Okay, we are not 
throwing the ball to so and so.’ I think we respect (Jets CB) Darrelle Revis — certainly he is an elite corner, if not the best corner in the league. (Jets CB 
Antonio) Cromartie — we have played him a number of times and he is also at that same level. The rookie (CB Kyle Wilson) is playing well, so whoever we 
are throwing it at is a good player. It’s not like we are going to sit there and find one guy on every play and then go after him. They are well coached, too, so 
they don’t play the same coverage all day either. We have to focus on what we are doing and try to do it very well.” 
 
On the offensive line 
“We are going to go through today, then make a determination; but (OL) Zane (Beadles) and (OL) Ryan (Harris) have been in there at right tackle (and) (OL) 
Russ (Hochstein) has played most of the stuff at left guard this week. I think Russ will be in there at left guard and we will still make our determination at the 
tackle spot after today’s practice.” 
 
On the right tackle position 
“It’s a competitive situation, and (OL) Zane (Beadles) has played a lot of football, so has (OL) Ryan (Harris) coming back off the ankle the last couple of 
weeks. I think if there is competition to be had, then we are going to let it play out and hopefully the best player will give us the best chance to win — that’s 
all we are going to do.” 
 
On whether OL Zane Beadles will continue to play at left guard 
“Zane is a jack of all trades, master of none right now; so the only place he is not playing in practice is center. He’s playing at guard some, and depending on 
who is the third tackle at the game that guy has to be ready play on the left side or the right side. He has enough versatility to play guard, so he will be ready 
to go at more than one spot, which you always have to be ready to go anyway because if you are only taking seven, which we do, then you have to have 
somebody ready at multiple positions on the front.” 
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On whether he anticipates using any players from the practice squad on Sunday vs. New York 
“That may happen this afternoon. We’re taking a look at that. (S) Kyle McCarthy could be a guy that we’re looking to do that with and there are some other 
things. There are moving parts on that stuff. I think we’ve kind of adjusted what we’re doing enough that we don’t have to make dramatic changes there. It’s 
good for us that none of those guys that are injured are injured severely enough to go on (injured reserve). The downside to that is that we’ve got to fill out 
the roster with some bodies that play similar positions. We’ll be creative a little bit. Like I said, (CB) Syd’Quan (Thompson) and (CB) Nate (Jones) have done 
some different things. Our linebackers — (LB) Mario (Haggan) has played outside before, (LB) Joe Mays may have to play a little bit more inside. We’ll try to 
shuffle it around a little bit and figure out what the best formula is.” 
 
On Jets WR Brad Smith 
“I think he’s one of the best kickoff returners we’ve seen. He’s different — he’s not like a shifty, quick guy on the kickoff return. He’s a straight-line guy that 
hits (the hole) and he’s hard to bring down. But, then when he plays on offense, that’s when you see all of his quickness and then the fact that he’s in there 
and can throw it — that’s a little bit of a dimension that you don’t see when other teams put a running back (in the backfield). We’ve practiced (against) our 
share of the option — now this is two weeks out of three that we’ve practiced this. Against Tennessee we did it. Again, we feel like we’re getting ready for a 
college football game. I think our guys think we’ve practiced it enough to understand what they’re trying to get done and then we’ve just got to play it well. 
We got it once in the Tennessee game and we’ll probably see it again on Sunday.” 
 
On whether WR Demaryius Thomas has gone through medical tests to clear him to return 
“You bet. We went through everything that the league asks us to do with those and we’re very careful to make sure we take all of the precautions necessary. 
He passed all of the tests, so that’s good for him and today will be another test too — he has to go through a practice and feel comfortable with that but he 
didn’t have any recurring symptoms yesterday and that’s a couple days in a row (without symptoms), so we feel like we’ve gone through all of the things 
we’ve needed to go through to put him back on the field and now he’s got to go out there and practice.”  
 
On whether WR Demaryius Thomas will return kicks on Sunday vs. New York 
“He might not — I think the fact that he missed all the kickoff return time this week may be more of an impact. If he’s healthy — and the doctors say he’s 
healthy — I’m going to trust their opinion on that and then try to do the best thing for our team. But, he missed all those (practice) reps and it’s hard to get all 
those back in a Friday practice with tempo and all that. He’ll be ready to go in that regard, but I don’t think we would use him at this point.”  
 
On whether there is another coach in the NFL that shows his personality more than Jets Head Coach Rex Ryan 
“Not (like) Rex. I’ve had an opportunity to know him now for a number of years. First of all, he’s a great person who doesn’t hide who he is and I think that’s 
kind of unique and special in its own right in that you’ve got a guy who has nothing to hide and he’s a great football coach, a good person, great to be 
around. I enjoy being around him when I’m at the owners’ meetings and those kinds of things. Everybody chooses to do it their own way. I think the thing that 
is very refreshing about him is that he doesn’t try to do it anybody else’s way — and he never will. His brother (Cleveland Defensive Coordinator Rob Ryan) 
is the same way. I had the opportunity to work with (Rob Ryan) for a number of years in New England. He’s exactly the same way — kind of in your face, 
good person, great coach, not going to hide anything and I think that’s really a genuine way to live and he’s not afraid to show that side of himself — whether 
it’s in football or out of football.” 


