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HEAD COACH JOSH McDANIELS 
 
On CB Perrish Cox 
“Perrish played well for us in the spring and in training camp and really kind of earned the opportunity to be in the position he’s in — which is really our third 
corner(back). Unfortunately, he’s had to play probably more than we’d have liked a third corner to have to play this early in the season. But, we expected him 
to contribute. He’s been out there against some really good players and I think as a rookie, you’re always going to have to battle and fight against some of 
these veteran players you’re playing against — no matter what position you play. I think Perrish has held up pretty well. He’s certainly given up some 
production, but that’s part of the game. We can’t stop playing defense because we have a young guy in there. He’s going to learn as he goes and he’s doing 
better each week. The Jets have a similar situation — they have a young corner (CB Kyle Wilson) that they feel really good about — and they should. He’s 
got some pressure on him too, in terms of the way they play in their scheme and he’s handled it well too. (We’re) pleased with the way that Perrish has 
competed and tried to continue to improve. I think our veteran players have more and more confidence in him each week and he’s a guy that practices hard 
too. All good things for the future and in the meantime, he’s going to have to continue to go out there and compete hard in his role and I’m sure there will be 
plenty of balls thrown at him.” 
 
On DL Kevin Vickerson 
“Physically, he fits the mold of a 3-4 (defensive) end in terms of his height, his arm length, his size. He was a productive player in the pass rush and he’s 
very difficult to move out of there in the front. Most of the time that we were evaluating him he was inside, in there on the guard most of the time — 
sometimes on the center. So, when you’re playing inside like that and you’re not really getting moved out of there, it’s natural to think you can play over the 
tackle and have a similar type of success. He’s a kid that came in here with a great attitude. I know he’s been through a few different changes in his career 
early here now, but I think that our guys have really kind of welcomed him here with open arms and we came into this thing with an open mind on what we 
were going to get out of Kevin and he’s given us nothing but great effort and a great attitude and a great approach. He’s learning a new system and a new 
way to play also, because a lot of the places he’s been have been more of a one-gap style, where he’s trying to get into a gap and penetrate and we don’t do 
that quite as much as some of those teams do, so it’s a credit to him to be able to pick up stuff quickly.” 
 
On the addition of DL Kevin Vickerson adding competition on the defensive line 
“No question. We’ve played six (defensive linemen) in every game so far.  He and (DL) Ryan (McBean) and (DL) Ron (Fields) and (DL) Marcus (Thomas) 
have really been kind of rolling in and out of there and he’s started last week and the last couple of weeks here for us. He’s done a decent job, but again, 
we’re not putting any pressure on any of those guys to play 55-60 snaps a game and I think that’s important as we go through the year.” 
 
On whether practice squad players LB Kevin Alexander and S Kyle McCarthy might contribute this week vs. the Jets 
“We’re looking at a few different concoctions of alignments. Both of those players — really a lot of our practice squad players — have an opportunity to get a 
few reps here and there during the course of the week normally anyway, and also help us in the kicking game. In case something happens during the course 
of the week and we bring somebody up late, at least they’ve repped some of that stuff. So, I think those two would fit into that category. (LB Diyral) Briggs 
has also taken some reps in there in the kicking game too and I know he hasn’t been here quite as long as Kevin, but there is some value with all of those 
guys being able to contribute on special teams because (S) Darcel McBath and (LB) Wesley (Woodyard) really were big contributors there in the kicking 
game — (LB) Robert (Ayers), obviously, on defense. So, there are holes on more than just the defensive side of the ball. We’re looking at it as who can 
contribute in the kicking game and are there other guys that can help us replace those guys in the short term? Everybody is an option, yes, to answer your 
question.” 
 
On how he’s learned from the way the team responded to wins and losses last season 
“I think our team, our staff, has kind of taken the approach that no matter what happens — whether that’s the result of a game one way or another, injuries, 
obstacles in terms of matchups, personnel, things that we’ve had to deal with — some off-the-field things too — that we have to handle the adversities with 
calm and poise and then we also have to handle the victories and the wins and those things with the same calm and poise. We can’t get out of character 
either way. Last year, I think we were too high when we were high and too low when we were low and I think that carried over and affected the next week of 
work and ultimately the next week when we played the game. I think that we’ve come in each week with the same type of similar approach, which is, ‘What 
happened last week is something that we can’t change. The only thing we can change is what we’re going to do this week to try to improve and get better 
and prepare hard for this week’s opponent,’ and I think our team has really adapted that same mindset and (I’m) very pleased with the way that we worked 
yesterday and excited about our opportunities this week to play a good football team. And again, try to leave the past in the past and move forward and be a 
better team and a better staff and a better coach this week.” 
 
On how the team has practiced th is week 
“They always practice hard. I’m proud of the way our team practices — all the time, really. I’m not calling our team a team that went in there and laid down 
(against Baltimore) or anything like that. But, when you give up a certain number of rushing yards and don’t rush the football very well, there’s reason to say 
(Baltimore) was the tougher team and that was the case last Sunday and we’ll see if that’s the case this Sunday or not. We’ll have to play another tough, 
physical game this week.”   
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On improvements he’d like to see in the team 
“Probably more than a few. When you come out of training camp you want to try to be efficient and productive at what I would call the ‘big things.’ You want 
to be solid in your kicking units so that you are not having to plug holes constantly in those areas. You want to be able to play good run defense without 
having to blitz and do those kinds of things, because that can create other problems. You want to be able to run the ball effectively. I think that’s something 
where we, unfortunately, weren’t able to come out of training camp and say, ‘Okay, everything is exactly as we would have liked it to be,’ for a number 
reasons, and I think that’s part of the challenge now for us. We have to continue to try to improve in some areas that we wish we were coming into the 
beginning of the season with at a higher level, but we weren’t. Unfortunately, that’s not the case, we can’t change it, and we are going to come to work each 
week and try to improve as much as we can week to week as much as would have liked not to have to do this. I think that’s something where our guys have 
really kind of taken that same approach. There’s nothing we can change about the past. We’ve got to go forward, and whatever phase of the game we are 
talking about we have a chance to improve and fix it. It may not be dramatic from one week to the next, but over the course of three months you know you 
have an opportunity to make a big difference on your team, so that is what we are focused on.” 
 
On improving throughout the season 
“I think that you do the best you can. Our guys — I couldn’t ask them to work harder at what we are trying to do. Sometimes you get great results, sometimes 
you don’t, sometimes it’s somewhere in the middle. I think our focus is on trying to be a better football team in November and December than we were in 
September and October. It has been that way now for five or six months. We talked about that openly, and I think that we have an opportunity to do that and 
we control that. Nobody else has anything to do with that. We control how much better of a football team we are a month or two from now than we were a 
month or two ago.” 
 
On FB Spencer Larsen  
“We haven’t really run that well the last five or six weeks, but I think Spencer Larsen has a chance to be a very productive player in our offense. He’s an 
unselfish guy (and) he’s tough. I think your fullbacks (and) your tight ends always have to bring an element of toughness to your offense. You are not 
necessarily always going to get that from your receivers — although you may. Your quarterback — you know, he demonstrates toughness in a different way 
by taking hits and getting back up and continuing to play hard. I think your tight end and your fullback — they are skilled positions, but they are an extension 
of your linemen. If they can give you that element of toughness, then I think it just makes your entire offense tougher and your entire team tougher. It was 
great to have Spencer back yesterday.” 
 
On rotating personnel on the offensive line 
“They’re rotating in there right now and we’ll see how it goes. We’re doing that at a couple spots, certainly. (OL) Stanley (Daniels) is still taking some reps in 
there and (OL) Ryan (Harris) and (OL) Zane (Beadles) have always been interchangeable in the right tackle spot. Competition for us has to continue to try to 
help make us better. I think we’ve tried to push a lot of different players to be in a competitive situation even though the season has already started and I 
think we’re seeing some results in different places and that’s just one of them.” 
 
On the challenge presented to rookie OL J.D. Walton by the Jets’ blitz packages 
“They challenge you in a lot of different areas. I think this is a big week for (QB) Kyle Orton, that’s what I think. I think if Kyle gets the thing set the same way 
and (OL) J.D. (Walton) and he are on the same page, it’s ‘Turn left,’ or ‘Turn right.’ It’s not quite as difficult as sometimes you would think it is and if there’s 
somebody standing right over top of you, you’re probably going to end up blocking him. But, I think (the Jets) challenge you. The good thing is that we’ve 
tried to give ourselves a lot of looks at this style of defense through training camp through our blitz periods against our own defense. (That’s) not to say it’s 
exactly the same, but we’ve lined up in a multitude of fronts, the same thing they do. We’ve brought a bunch of different players at the offense, so it doesn’t 
feel totally new to us. Plus, last week (at Baltimore) was a good precursor to this week.” 
 
On whether he’s talked to QB Kyle Orton about getting rid of the ball quicker against the Jets 
“Nope, we told him, ‘We’re going to operate our passing game very similarly to the way that we’ve tried so far.’ (The Jets) are a team that will blitz you, but 
sometimes there’s also the perception that they’re bringing more than they really are. So, if you can block the five guys that are coming — and sometimes 
it’s four — they might be blitzing two and dropping two defensive linemen. If you can get a body on the guys that are actually rushing towards the 
quarterback, that’s the big thing. As long as you stop them from having free rushers to the quarterback — which is easier to say it than it is to do it — then 
you have time to throw the ball and that’s what we’re really focused on doing and it’ll be a fun matchup on Sunday.” 


