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SAFETY BRIAN DAWKINS 
 
On how he is holding up this season 
“I am what I am, I play the way that I play, and when I can no longer do it at that level I’ll sit it down. It’s not that time, so I’m going to continue to do it.” 
 
On the defense this year compared to last season 
“I think we are going in the right direction. We have some things to fix, obviously, because of things we are giving up; but the mindset is where it needs to be 
as far as a lot of guys doing a lot of grunt work and that’s really what this defense is predicated on. Some games you are not going to be called to do a lot, 
you are going to be called to do a lot of grunt work. We have a lot of guys that are doing that right now and doing it without complaining, and that’s always 
the sign of a good defense.” 
 
On the Baltimore receiving corps adding WR Anquan Boldin and WR T. J. Houshmandzadeh 
“It gives them more options to go to — more options where they are confident that they can make plays. Boldin — I know what he brings to the game, we all 
know. He is a physical guy, he’s not going to shy away from contact, and he’s going to use his leverage and body to be able to catch balls. Once he catches 
the ball, he is a guy that can get yards after the catch so we are going to have to make sure that we are tight on the coverages and make sure that — just 
like we have been every week — make sure everybody’s assignment is sound and we get to the ball, get there to make sure that we bring a physical 
presence with us when we get there.”  
 
On how he is being used in the defense 
“It depends on the game plan. Some weeks I probably won’t be called upon to (blitz). I’ll probably be called to be one of the guys to do a lot of grunt work. 
What I mean by ‘grunt work’ is some of the guys on the team are doing things that won’t be showing up in the stat books because they are doing the 
overhaul stuff as far as plugging gaps or holding up guys like (Indianapolis TE) Dallas Clark, stuff like that. So, whatever is asked of me, I am going to do 
whatever is asked. If it’s to blitz, obviously I am going to do it to the best of my ability, or if it’s doing the things I did against the Colts then I am going to do 
that with a smile on my face, especially giving us a chance a to win ball games.” 
 
On what impresses him about Baltimore LB Ray Lewis 
“I think the thing that impresses me the most about him is the fact that he backs up the things that he asks of his teammates. To me, that is leadership. You 
talk about motivation and all that stuff, well none of that stuff matters if you don’t go out and prove it on the football field. Year-in-and-year-out, he does that. 
He asks specific things of his team and then he goes out and does exactly what he is asking them to do, so to me that is the definition — you talk about a 
guy that is a great motivator is someone who can put the shoes on where he’s asking his other teammates to do the same thing.” 
 
On the similarity in his playing style and DL Justin Bannan 
“I could see that. I think we both love the game. We try to go out and do everything we can for our team. I think that he’s a guy that studies film, and I try to 
do my best to study as much as I can to know the opposing team to help my teammates in that respect as well. Once again, I wouldn’t ask my teammates to 
do anything that I wouldn’t be willing to do, whatever sacrifice it is. So, I think that we are both that type of player.” 
 
On the difference between being physical or too aggressive 
“If you are an aggressive guy, sometimes you are going to cross the line because defensively we are asked to do some things that to the normal person is 
crazy — first of all, to run at people full speed like that. So, sometimes you are going to cross the line, but it can’t be a habitual thing. I think that would be my 
definition of it.” 
 
On the role he has had in Denver so far in his career 
“Yeah, I mean, Lord willing. He could continue to bless me the way that he is blessing me with the ability I have. The thought process is still there, the love 
for the game is still there and they ask me to a lot of things. It’s not just in the box — I cover the tight ends and it’s a lot of different things they are putting on 
my plate, which is exciting for me to be used in such a way — to be blessed to be used in that way, first of all. Like I said, as long as I can do this thing the 
way that I do it and I’m not a liability at all to my teammates and they depend on me the way they depend on me and I can back it up week-in-and-week-out I 
am going to continue to do it.” 
 
 


