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HEAD COACH JOSH McDANIELS 
 
Opening comments 
“We felt last night that we had opportunities in the game, in really every phase — had an opportunity to really do more than we did offensively and capitalize 
on a lot of yards, but didn’t execute well enough in the red area to make it count for much. (We) wasted a lot — I think we had four drives over 11 plays and 
five trips into the red area and came away with no touchdowns there — that was very disappointing. (We) certainly didn’t run the ball well enough to make 
the running game an impact. (We) had four penalties offensively and too many missed assignments against a good football team for us to think we were 
going to come out of there with a solid performance in terms of points. Defensively, we had a plan in mind — we wanted to limit (TE Dallas) Clark and (WR 
Reggie) Wayne in terms of their production. We felt like we did that for the most part. We wanted to try to make sure they didn’t get the run game going and 
we did that too. But, we gave up six big plays yesterday for 170 yards — those are really key points in the game and certainly against (QB Peyton) Manning, 
if you give him those opportunities and he hits them, they’re going to change the game and that seemed to be what happened yesterday. In the kicking 
game, not a lot of opportunities in the kickoff return phase on either side, but the punting game — I thought we punted the ball decently, but there was 
certainly the big turnover there that led to points that we need to eliminate, and then the two penalties that hurt us in terms of our own field position (that) we 
thought were very critical in terms of giving our offense better field position than what they had. All in all, give them credit — they played well. They did a lot 
of good things as the game wore on, and against a good team that’s well coached with good players, you’re going to have to execute and play a lot better for 
four quarters than what we did. We did some good things certainly at times, off and on, but not nearly well enough against a team like the Colts.” 
 
On the run game affecting the team’s red-zone offense 
“That would help. If you run the ball effectively down there in the red zone, certainly that’s a big impact. Whenever you can run the ball well and run it in the 
end zone, it takes pressure off having to throw it down there where there is limited space. There’s a lot less space to work in down inside the (10-yard line) in 
the passing game, so being able to run the ball effectively and carrying it down there into the red zone would definitely be a major help.”   
 
On the team’s red-zone offense 
“You have to execute. There’s no part of the field where your ability to execute is more glaring in either direction. When you execute very well, you can 
score, and when you don’t execute very well, you usually have trouble scoring. There’s no in between — you can’t play mediocre in the red zone and score 
touchdowns and you can’t play mediocre on defense and stop them from scoring. The margin for error down there in the red area against teams in this 
league is very slim. So, if you have a couple of opportunities — which we had yesterday and don’t make them — now everything becomes certainly more 
difficult because you’re not going to have that many great opportunities as it is in the passing game and if you’re struggling to run the football in, then it’s 
ultimately going to come down to what you do in the passing game.” 
 
On QB Kyle Orton 
“He’s being productive, but I tend to think about the quarterback relative to wins and losses, third down and red zone. Yesterday we weren’t very good on 
third down, we weren’t very good in the red zone and we lost the game. Certainly that’s not a reflection solely on Kyle Orton — I thought he did a lot of great 
things yesterday in the game and I think he’s done a lot of really good things all season long. I think he would agree entirely with my assessment of our 
team, and our quarterback has to play well in those situations for us to have a chance to win against good teams. Right now, like I said, I think he’s playing 
well, but I think we have to play better in those situations that really are going to determine the outcome of drives and ultimately the outcome of games.” 
 
On whether there is an ongoing competition for the backup quarterback position 
“Yeah, like I said, it’s a competitive situation. We’re going to let them get ready for the game and however practice goes and their preparation and whatever 
we feel is necessary for the game — I think we’re just going to make the best decision on a week to week basis.” 
 
On what he’s looking for in the backup quarterback competition 
“I think the other thing is that we considered the game plan and what (the quarterbacks) do well and what the other team does and how that fits their style. If 
they get a handful of reps in practice and/or it’s a team where our game plan is really set more for (QB) Brady (Quinn) or more for (QB) Tim (Tebow), 
depending on the week — I think we use all that information to try to make the best assessment we can — including whether we’re going to do something 
with Tim. Last week, just happened, like I said — it was a situation where we felt more comfortable with that based on the game plan. (We) didn’t have 
anything in (the game plan) relative to Tim being in the game and playing a role in it and we’ll try to do that the best we can each week.” 
 
On TE Dan Gronkowski 
“He filled in well in terms of knowing what to do. He was physical in there. I don’t think he had any big issues in the running game or protections. He’s doing 
fine. He’s playing a lot of roles for us. He’s versatile. We put a lot of pressure on him to learn multiple spots. We only dressed two tight ends yesterday and 
one fullback, so he had to really play his role, (he) had to know (TE Daniel) Graham’s role, (FB Spencer) Larsen’s role and be able to function in any or all of 
them and he did a good job last week during practice. Then, (he) filled in, I thought well yesterday in the game.” 
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On the impact of the offensive line in the run game 
“We had opportunities yesterday in the running game that we did not take advantage of, no question about it. That is not aimed at one specific player. I have 
said it a million times that your ability to run the ball effectively is a combination of a lot of people doing their job the right way. If one person doesn’t (do their 
job well) — whether that be somebody blocking, somebody is supposed to move up to the linebacker level, some kind of read the running back is supposed 
to make, the receiver finishing his block on a safety or a corner — there are a lot of little things that add up to a lot of hidden yardage in a game and you 
come out of a game with whatever number of yards you rushed for. You can always go through the film and say, ‘Wow, this looks pretty good to start,’ and 
then you finish watching the play and it was a 3-yard gain. So, there’s a good thing about this and a bad thing. The good thing is we really don’t have 
anybody in our backfield and a good running game always starts with eliminating negative plays, which we seem to be able to do that. We feel like the 
effectiveness of our running game will improve when we finish the play better — as well as we started. When we start the play well, it looks good. We have a 
hole, we have a place to run sometimes, and maybe we didn’t finish a block right, we didn’t make a right read in the running game — whatever it may be — 
and those yards, instead of having a 3-yard gain you get a 21-yard gain and all of sudden your average is four-and-a-half yards a carry. Right now, we are 
missing those and we’ve got to continue to work and continue to plug away. Like I said, the good thing is we are not going backwards. We had one 
(negative) carry yesterday. We had very few of those in the first two games also. Once we start finishing plays as well as we start them, I think our running 
game will be much improved.” 
 
On if he is happy with the physical play of the defensive line 
“Yes. I thought we played physical yesterday. I think we have been physical really all year defensively in terms of our ability to stop the run. The first week of 
the season we knew that was going to be kind of mano a mano and (Jacksonville) was going to run it a bunch with (RB) Maurice Jones-Drew, but I think 
over the course of the year we have been physical. I think the guys inside have really made a difference in terms of what style they play. We’ve been good 
on the edge for the most part and we are containing the running game, which is always a good place to start on defense. If we can eliminate the big plays 
that we’ve given up in the passing game, I think that would help us, certainly. Because, sometimes if you stop the run and give up big plays they kind of 
cancel each other out, so we’ve got to try and eliminate that and make a team try and run the football more against us to move it.” 
 
On LB Robert Ayers’ run defense 
“He did a good job on the edge — he’s done a good job on the edge most of the year. Robert is a big, physical, strong player and usually when he’s lined up 
with a tight end, we hope we have the advantage. He’s done a good job in that regard — there are a few mistakes — we can’t run up the field and let the 
back come underneath us and all that, but I think by and large, he’s done a decent job of setting the edge of the defense and we’re pouring a lot of bodies 
inside of Robert and we count on him to do that, really on every play. I think he’s definitely much improved this year — we’re happy with his progress, but we 
see room for improvement too.” 
 
On how going for it on 4th-and-3 in the fourth quarter impacted the game’s momentum 
“Momentum is a very fluid thing. If we hit that and scored a touchdown, we’d really have momentum. You take everything into consideration. There was a lot 
of time left at that point in the game — or enough time certainly for both teams to have the ball again. But, when it’s 20-13 and they have a good team over 
there too and they can move the ball — are you betting on them not scoring any more points the whole game? You’ve got to consider that factor. You only 
have 13 (points) up to that point — are you really going to count on yourself just automatically going down the field easily and putting it in again when we 
hadn’t really scored in the red area up to that point at all? Our only touchdown had come from 50 yards out in the middle of the field. I think you have to try to 
factor all those things in and decide, ‘Is this our best chance right now? We’re three yards away from having a first-and-goal in a game where we’ve only 
scored 13 points and we’ve been stopped in the red area every time.’ A lot of that is happening quickly and like I said, we made a decision — I made a 
decision — and we live with the result of that decision.” 
 
On the play that the team ran on 4th-and-3 in the fourth quarter 
“We had a specific call on, (and) we liked the call — we certainly didn’t execute it the way we’d like to execute the play in that situation. I go back to what I 
said earlier, I think we were 30-of-37 passing on first and second down and 7-of-20 on third down or in the red zone and that’s going to be a huge factor in 
each game. If you can throw the ball on third down, if you can throw the ball in the red area — to some degree, (because) your effectiveness on third down 
and in the red area is never going to be quite as high as it is on first and second down — but, if you can throw 60 percent completions, whatever it may be, I 
think you’re in good shape, but we certainly didn’t do well enough yesterday.” 
 


