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DENVER BRONCOS HEAD COACH JOSH MCDANIELS 
 
Opening Comments  
“I want to first give credit to the Colts – certainly that is a very good football team over there in that locker room. Something that you don’t hear a lot 
either is that they’re extremely well coached and they did a lot of good things and made some adjustments as the game wore on that gave us some 
issues. We thought we had a decent plan going in, thought we’d try to stop the running game and make it hard on (QB) Peyton Manning, but again, 
he’s going to make a lot of plays. We knew that and we thought it would come down to how we did in the red area and how they did in the red zone – 
and it did. They were better than we were (in the red zone) by far and until we finish drives on offense and take care of the football and then keep 
them out more when they get their chances, it’ll be tough to beat really good teams and that’s what that was today.” 

 
On going for it on fourth down in the Colts’ red zone 
“You get down (in the red zone) – this is a game that you’re going to win with touchdowns, not field goals. Certainly we didn’t come away with 
anything in those two situations, but I’d do the same thing again. You get that close to the end zone and you have a 4th-and-3 situation in the red 
area when it’s a seven-point game – I think (if) you have an opportunity to put points on the board right there, we’re going to take it and we didn’t 
convert on either one of them.”  
 
On the success of the Broncos’ defense against the run 
“I thought again, we did a decent job of trying to limit them from becoming two dimensional. Last week against the Giants, they ran the ball real 
effectively and we didn’t want that to happen, because then you’re trying – you’ve got all kinds of problems if you do that. We didn’t really let them 
run the ball much today. We disguised (the defense) and really tried to make it difficult for (QB Peyton Manning) to just get into his best plays. I think 
certainly, he was productive today, but we tried to limit how many big plays he made and how easy it was to find those yards out there. Like I said, 
when you lose, the statistics are hollow. I think we liked our plan – there would probably be some things we’d tweak if we played them again, but 
certainly nothing feels good when you lose.” 
 
On problems the Broncos had during the game  
“When you get down there into the red area, we had a hard time running the ball efficiently enough to stay ahead – and they changed some things 
up. They had to (change) because we did some things to make them adjust. We tried to really take care of their two defensive ends in the pass rush 
and I think we did a good job of that today, but then that forced them to do some other things that created some issues inside in the running game 
and then we had some big plays that got us down into the red area and then they played their tight coverage down there. They didn’t blitz us, they 
didn’t do anything out of the ordinary in that regard and we just didn’t convert, we didn’t make enough plays down there in the red zone. As the game 
wore on, they started to try to take away some of the things we made some bigger plays on early in the game – some of the formations we lined up 
in early to try to get them to do certain things we had some success with, but then they changed – as they normally do – and then we had to change 
back. Like I said, they’re extremely well coached – always have been and that doesn’t get said enough.” 
 
On whether he thought about kicking a field goal on the Broncos’ 4th-and-3 attempt in the fourth quarter 
“Sure, we thought about it. Like I said, we had an idea of what they might do, too, on that 4th-and-3 snap and they really did what we thought they 
would do, we just had a miscommunication on it. Again, you kick a field goal and you’re down four and you go on. You make a decision and you live 
with it. We made a decision to go for it and like I said, we’d probably do it again.”  
 
On Colts CB Jacob Lacey’s interception 
“They do a good job of disguising their coverages too – and that’s what that was. They disguised a little bit out there and (Lacey) never really backed 
up and when you’re trying to read variations of their coverages, sometimes that’s difficult and (Lacy) did a good job of making a nice play on that 
play. I think (WR) Eddie (Royal) was really right with what he was doing, (QB) Kyle (Orton) read the coverage off the safety – which he should – and 
Lacey made a good play on it.” 
 
On whether WR Demaryius Thomas and WR Eddie Royal were in the same area on the interception 
“They were and again, that was part of the disguise that they gave us. It’s a situation where rarely does that happen, but it did because (CB Jacob 
Lacey) played it very well and he forced our three players that were involved in that little triangle there to have some issue with reading it.” 
 
On whether the decision to go for it on 4th-and-3 in the fourth quarter was based on Colts QB Peyton Manning  
“I think anytime you make decisions, I think you have to consider their whole team over there too. We’re not just considering can we get 4th-and-3 on 
the defense, we’re considering – if we make a field goal at this situation, yeah, we’re down four – what’s happening on the other side of the ball? 
What kind of rhythm is (QB Peyton Manning) in? How tired is our defense versus their offense? There are a lot of things that go into that and you’ve 
got to make a quick decision. Like I said, if we have an opportunity to score points and we come away empty handed, it’s no good. Certainly, you say 
we could have kicked a field goal in the first half too but we made those decisions and we played with them.” 
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On designating QB Tim Tebow as the inactive third quarterback today 
“Just made a decision after the week of practice – (QB) Brady (Quinn) had a good week and it wasn’t anything about Tim – we just felt like Brady 
was probably better equipped at this point to handle this style of game plan, the style of defense that they played. Again, they get very few reps 
anyways, but the reps that they get – we felt more comfortable doing that.” 
 
On the play of CB Perrish Cox 
“You know, he had some ups and downs certainly and anytime you play a player like (QB) Peyton (Manning), he’s going to go after you and attack 
you some and Perrish – I thought he played better earlier and then he gave up a few things later in the red area. But, he’s a young kid that has a lot 
of ability and I think every time he goes out there, he’s going to get better and hopefully he’ll learn from this experience.”  
 
On whether he was surprised that Colts QB Peyton Manning threw to CB Champ Bailey’s side 
“No – it’s (WR) Reggie Wayne – those are two really good players playing against each other and a really good player throwing it to him. They’re not 
going to back down from anybody – that’s their style, and they shouldn’t. (Bailey and Wayne) are good players, they’re really good players. It didn’t 
surprise us. We thought he’d get enough action over there with him covering Reggie Wayne and he did.” 
 
On why it’s so difficult to run against the Colts 
“Because you have to get used to all the slanting, stunting and movement (of the Colts’ defensive line). Like I said, there’s no way to simulate that. If 
they just stand there and it’s man-on-man, you’re going to knock them off the ball sometimes because they’re smaller than you and they are fast – 
but they rarely stand still for you – that’s the issue. They’re a team that you can run it really well on them one week and you can run it for nothing the 
next week. That’s kind of how they are and they can strip-sack you four times one week and if you do enough in the protection, you can try to calm 
that down. We chose to try to do some things in protection today to give ourselves an opportunity and certainly didn’t do enough in the running 
game.” 
 
On the Broncos’ style of running against the Colts 
“It was all zone. It was all zone.” 
 
On the Broncos’ running game against the Colts 
“I don’t think we gave up much penetration today in terms of tackles in the backfield – that’s not the problem, as long as you zone it the right way. It’s 
usually, ‘Can you get up to the linebackers and all that.’ I think finishing the play was more of an issue today in the running game than anything else.” 
 
On whether the injury to FB Spencer Larsen contributed to the struggles of the Broncos run game in the red zone 
“No.” 
 
DENVER BRONCOS PLAYERS 
 
RB CORRELL BUCKHALTER 
 
On the frustration of today’s game 
“Like we talked about last week, that’s the most critical part of the game when we get in the red zone. If you don’t come away with touchdowns, it’s 
hard to beat a good team like the (Indianapolis) Colts. We fell short today. The Colts are a good team – you’ve got to execute on all p’s and q’s to 
beat those guys.” 

 
On the goal line stand by the Colts 
“You know, I thought he (RB Laurence Maroney) was in, but they challenged it and he wasn’t, so you can’t harp on that. You’ve just got to get ready 
for the next play.”  
 
On if today’s game is something to build on  
“Absolutely, you know we take it one week at a time and one opponent at a time. You know, this game is over – we go in tomorrow and correct our 
mistakes and get ready for the (Tennessee) Titans on Sunday.” 
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QB KYLE ORTON 
 
On the team’s struggles in the red zone 
“Well, that is a good red zone football team (Indianapolis Colts). You know, that’s what their team is built around – success in the red zone, defense 
is very fast. They play a tough coverage that is hard to throw the ball against down there, and we just did not execute. Everything has to happen fast, 
everybody has to be on the same page and just a few plays we weren’t.” 
 
On not getting in the end zone on 1st-and-goal at the 1-yard line 
“You have to get the last one. The last one is the most important. We missed a fade throw to (WR) Demaryius Thomas and we got soft on three 
runs, so I give them credit. They are a good football team, and they have been for a long time. Like I said, hopefully we can learn something coming 
out of it.” 
 
On if there were any plays today where he and the receivers were not on the same page 
“We had the 4th-down call, but you know it was just a tough situation. Those play happen in a game. Unfortunately, it happened on a 4th-down call, 
but those things happen and I have a lot of confidence with all of our guys and thought the wide receivers played a good game again. We’ll just 
hopefully make that play next time.” 
 
On if he feels like the team let this game get away 
“No, they beat us. You don’t give games away in the NFL – you get beat. They came in and beat us at home. (It was) a frustrating loss, disappointing 
loss. Like I said, you take something away from it and see a great team that’s done it for a long time and hopefully learn a little bit from it.”  
 
On if he thought RB Laurence Maroney scored on the 4th-and-1 
“I thought so, but after the video, you know, you could kind of tell that he wasn’t.” 
 
On the running game 
“When you lose a game, nothing was real effective obviously. Stats are pretty much meaningless when you lose, and there are other plays we made 
in the passing game that we didn’t make, and certainly some plays in the running game to be made too. I thought the offensive line pass protected 
really well, and thought (RB) Laurence (Maroney) and (RB) ‘Buck’ (Correll Buckhalter) played hard.” 
 
On the team going for it on fourth down instead of kicking the field goal 
“Well, you need touchdowns down there, you know. He (Indianapolis QB Peyton Manning) is going to come down and get his, so whether it is first, 
second, third or fourth down, we are looking to score touchdowns down there. I’m sure we would call them again – I would love to call them again 
and I’m sure we will hit them the next time.” 
 
On if he expected to throw the ball as much as he did today 
“I don’t know about that, you know. I call the play that he (Head Coach Josh McDaniels) calls, and try to execute it. We would love to stay balanced 
any time we could, but if the passing game is working and other things aren’t then we will try to throw it.” 
 
On if he has ever thrown for over 470 yards before 
“Not since college, I don’t think. It’s usually not a recipe for wins for the most part.” 
 
On the play of the receivers today 
“Yeah, they came up with great catches and a lot of good explosive plays after the catch – that’s really what we wanted to focus on – hitting chunk 
plays in the play action game. It’s tough to drive the ball 14 or 15 plays against these guys. You figure that the defensive ends are going to get to you 
one of the times. We wanted to try and hit 20, 25 yard plus games in the play-action game, and that is one the things we did a good job of doing.” 
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LINEBACKER MARIO HAGGAN 
 
On Colts QB Peyton Manning 
“That’s what great players do. They make everyone else around them better. I think it took him awhile to figure out what we were playing, but once 
he figured it out he started dropping the ball out to other people and we just didn’t make enough plays today.” 
 
On the Broncos’ defense 
“Just disguising – not letting him (figure it out). We played several coverages – it’s just the way that we disguised them and didn’t give it away early 
on in the down and (QB Peyton Manning) was patient and yes, they made some adjustments. We had a great game plan and we felt like we still 
played it well into the fourth quarter. Obviously, we just didn’t make enough plays to finish the game.” 
 
On the success of the Broncos’ defense against the Colts’ run game 
“We just secured tackles and just played downhill and obviously (QB Peyton Manning) got the pass game going (and) in a situation like that and they 
kind of got away from the running game. It could have been whether they wanted to go to the pass or whether we were just stopping (the run). They 
didn’t (run) a lot and obviously the pass was working for them a little bit.” 
 
  
SAFETY RENALDO HILL 
 
On Colts QB Peyton Manning 
“I was breaking hard on it and when I looked up, it felt like it was past me. I was just trying to play hard. We were looking for opportunities to get 
turnovers and (we) just have to keep playing. I just can’t live with that one, just have to try to go out there and make more (plays).” 
 
On whether a team has to play perfect to beat the Colts 
“You want to go out there each Sunday and play good complementary football and it’s our part on defense to try to go out and generate some 
turnovers. We weren’t able to do that this week, but we’ve got to keep working.” 
 
On Colts QB Peyton Manning 
“You know that he’s going to take his shots. Guys held up pretty well (in the secondary) for the most part of the game, it was just a few here and 
there and sometimes that’s all it takes with him. Like I said, a lot of guys competed today.” 
 
INDIANAPOLIS COLTS HEAD COACH JIM CALDWELL 
 
On the Colts’ Red zone defense 
“They did a tremendous job down there. (The Broncos were) 0 for four down in that area. Any time you can hold a team in this league to a non-
scoring effort in the Red zone, it’s pretty hard to do. Our guys did a great job. They may have stammered a bit along the way but they certainly didn’t 
break. They got a real stance going in the Red zone and made a lot of big plays down there. 
 
“Overall, it was a matter of the guys knowing their assignments, understanding their role and rising up when the occasion called for it.” 
 
On how long it took him to throw the red flag on the fourth down play 
“They didn’t show it down on the field so we couldn’t see it. So the guys upstairs had to get an opportunity to see it and we had to wait until they had 
a chance to review it. Once they saw it they were pretty adamant that his knee was down.” 
 
On the Broncos decision to go for it on fourth down instead of a field goal 
“One thing that you know in this business is that everyone is looking from their own vantage point. They understand the situation intimately from their 
point of view just as we do for ours. A lot of things go into those thoughts, so they probably did what they thought was best in the situation.” 
 
On the defense giving up a lot of yards while the offense gained a lot of yards 
“One of the things we are accustomed to is understanding that every game has its own personality. If you’re going to be a team that’s ever going to 
compete in this league you have to be a team that’s going to win in a lot of different ways. 
 
“We didn’t run it very well, but we made big plays when we had to and we turned the ball over. We certainly made the most of it, I think we got ten 
points off turnovers.” 
 



 

 Denver Broncos Post Game Quotes 
vs. Indianapolis – Sunday, September 26, 2010 

 

 

 

On working WR Blair White into the formations 
“We really interspersed it a bit and made a plan to use both personnel groupings. Blair has been with us awhile, he understands the system and was 
able to get in there and make some big plays for us. 
 
“If you remember the last preseason game he caught for double-digit yardage. He’s a guy who can run and catch and knows how to get open, he’s a 
tough competitor.” 
 
On rookie WR Austin Collie 
“He’s a playmaker. He makes plays, and I’ll tell you the reason that it happens is because he works so hard. He’s one of those guys…you see him 
on the field and the games, but during the week he puts in a lot of time preparing, in order to perform like that. He is a great worker, very, very 
diligent, and it shows.” 
 
On the six touchback by P Pat McAfee 
“That was huge. Absolutely huge. Touchbacks are not that common in this league, they are hard to come by. Our defense certainly took advantage 
of it. We made them go the long haul and when they got into the Red zone we were able to stall them out a bit. That makes a big difference when 
he’s kicking it deep in the End zone and you can’t return it. That certainly does pay dividends.” 
 
On the lack of pressure on Broncos QB Kyle Orton 
“Every game is a little different. They worked at making sure that our guys weren’t going to get loose. Let’s not take anything away from the Broncos. 
They focused a lot of attention on protecting him. They did a lot of other things well, too. They played extremely well. They threw the ball well, they 
caught it well. (LT Ryan) Clady’s one of the best guys in this league and he did a great job protecting the quarterback today.” 
 


