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DENVER BRONCOS HEAD COACH JOSH MCDANIELS 
 
Opening comments  
“Let me give credit to our players – they had a great week of practice and I think the preparation that they put in, the practice, the days that we went 
out there and worked hard really paid off today. On defense, offense – kicking game was still a little sloppy, certainly, but some of the things that we 
needed to do, we did. We wanted to try to force (QB Matt) Hasselbeck into some tough throwing situations. We thought we had a chance to get 
some turnovers and our guys made some plays when they were given the opportunity and then the offense capitalized on those. Real happy, thrilled 
for our team to get a good home win in our first home game and we look forward to trying to build on it next week.” 

 
On the team’s success on third down 
“I thought the key was trying to get it into 3rd-and-under-5. I don’t know how many of those we had, but it had to be 12, 15, somewhere in that 
neighborhood. We didn’t want to play the game in long-yardage situations. You never do, but against this team, the schemes that they’ve used when 
it was 3rd-and-10, 3rd-and-8 – we felt like it would be especially difficult to convert. So, again, we tried to keep the ball 3rd-and-2, 3rd-and-4 – in that 
range and that really allowed (QB) Kyle (Orton) to operate in those situations very effectively. We used four receivers on the field a lot in those 
situations today and we were able to create some mismatches in the secondary. ”  
 
On the Seahawks’ pass rush 
“We didn’t really give them a lot of situations where they could really just kind of tee off on us where Kyle had to hold the ball a long time. When we 
threw the ball early in the series on first down or second down, we used some play-action passes where we were hoping that the run fake would 
maybe hold the rush a little bit and all the third downs seemed like they were 3rd-and-3 or 3rd-and-4, where the pass rush really shouldn’t matter a 
whole lot in that situation because the ball is going to come out pretty quickly. I think that also contributed to the lack of difference that their pass rush 
would make and again, they just go back to, the guys executed the game plan, we got it into those 3rd-and-short situations and we kind of minimized 
the pass rush.” 
 
On QB Kyle Orton’s completion to WR Eddie Royal following a lateral from RB Knowshon Moreno 
“We’ve tossed the ball a little bit out of that formation in the preseason and now we tossed it again last week and everybody just seems to flow, 
obviously, when you toss the ball – they run to the sideline. We tried it against our defense this week without telling them that it was coming and our 
defensive players all said, to a man, ‘You’ve got to use that in the game, it’s going to work, there’s no question about it.’ It worked against our 
defense, so we had confidence in it. We never go into a game and run a gadget play where we haven’t practiced it a number of times. We practiced 
it a number of times this week, it worked every time, and I think our players had great confidence that it was going to work today. They all knew we 
were going to use it early and we were really excited that we got to put it in, in that situation. I wish (WR) Eddie (Royal) would have scored, but we 
got it in anyway.” 
 
On finishing the game strong 
“I think, really, when we got it down into the red area, we ran the ball – it wasn’t easy, it wasn’t easy – they’ve got a bunch of 325-pound men out 
there too. We didn’t go backwards, but it took us a couple of times, a few times, to get it in but I think our guys executed in the passing game well (in 
the red area). (WR) Demaryius (Thomas) made a nice play against the corner there for the last touchdown and (WR) Eddie (Royal) made a good 
play to get it in on the first touchdown. They gave us time to throw when we chose to throw (in the red area) and our guys were just determined and 
ultimately got it in (the end zone) in the running game. Again, I think even when we get into the red area, the biggest key is to stay in positive 
situations – 2nd-and-3, 2nd-and-4. We were down there on the goal line, 1st-and-goal from the (1-yard line) and didn’t get deterred because we got 
stopped once or twice. We still kept at it and (RB) Knowshon (Moreno) got it in that last time. We practiced really hard at those situations to try to 
finish drives and I thought that was a key today.”  
 
On whether continuing to run the ball in the red area after being stopped initially was a gut-check for the team 
“It is – we ran (the same play) twice and there are other plays on the call sheet and they were looking over(to the sideline) and Kyle went like this 
(making arm gestures), ‘Give it to me again.’ I think any time a quarterback is saying that, you’ve got to trust him to tell the huddle, ‘We’re not going 
to come off the field until we get it in on this.’ (Seattle) knew what play we were running – they knew what play we were running, and they lined up 
the way they wanted to line up to it and we still got it in, so it feels good.” 
 
On WR Demaryius Thomas 
“Nice to have him out there finally. He’s, again, I think you saw a little bit of what we think he can be. He’s a big-bodied guy that, I think the last time, 
the last play they got up there to try to jam him and he just kind of shrugged the guy off. A couple of the times they’d play off of him and gave him a 
lot of space, because again, it’s a big man that runs fast. I think he’s one of many that made some good plays today. (WR Jabar) Gaffney was huge 
on third down, (WR) Eddie (Royal) was big early in the game, (WR) Brandon Lloyd seems to make big catch after big catch down the sideline now, 
the last three or four weeks. I think we’re just going to keep incorporating those guys into the offense and I’m not really worried about where it’s 
going. I have great confidence in all of them and Demaryius showed when he’s healthy, he fits in well with that group of guys. ” 
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On Thomas’ versatility 
“He’s a bigger-bodied guy but he’s a good route runner and I think that’s important. I think there are some bigger receivers in this league that really, 
their route tree is very limited and we’ve never considered him one of those players. We’ve always tried to give him as much as he can handle. He’s 
still working off a little bit more limited menu than the other guys because he hasn’t been out there as much but hopefully if he continues to practice 
and continues to get out there and get the work in, that will soon be equal. I have great confidence in him being able to run lots of different routes 
and he showed that versatility today.” 
 
On the interceptions by CB Champ Bailey and S Brian Dawkins 
“I thought they were huge. Obviously (Seattle was) down there in the red area and to come away with a turnover – at that point, you’re hoping to stop 
them for a field goal and to be able to turn the ball over – I don’t remember exactly what the exchange was, if we went out and scored on either one 
of those or one of those – but to change field position, deny points and then go down there and put up seven points on them, I think that’s really a big 
thing. That’s a huge swing in the game and any time you turn the ball over down there in the red zone, you feel like it’s a missed opportunity and we 
worked really hard at our red-zone defense this year. It’s an area we struggled at some last year and I think our guys have really kind of taken what 
we’ve given them there and it paid off today.” 
 
On the offensive line 
“We’ve got to find a way to pound our more effective yards in the running game – that’s not a criticism of anybody, I think that’s a team thing. We ran 
the ball a ton today, I just don’t know – we weren’t as effective as we’d like to be but I think they kept (QB) Kyle Orton clean, they allowed him time to 
throw the football and they didn’t allow too many negative runs and had a couple of plays on some screen plays. They got out there and made some 
key blocks for (WR) Demaryius (Thomas) and (RB) Knowshon (Moreno) (on) a couple of those plays so those guys – they’re working hard. They 
know it’s not the same five every week but that doesn’t seem to hurt their effort and the way they go about practicing and I think the longer we play, 
the better they’re going to be.”  
 
On taking a 14-point lead 
“I would say that when you have – that’s a point in the game, I think, as a team, when you’re up seven early in the game and you have an 
opportunity – whether we ran that (QB Kyle Orton pass to WR Eddie Royal following a lateral from RB Knowshon Moreno) play or not – we had an 
opportunity to go in and try to make it a two-score game early in the game and I think you have some urgency at that point to really try to finish that 
drive and make it either a 10-0 or 14-0 game. To be able to run that play in that situation, it was kind of perfect, it really was. In terms of the timing, 
the score, the situation, where we wanted to run it on the field – it was about exactly where we wanted to run it on the field also – the right hash 
mark, it kind of set up exactly the way we wanted it and our guys executed it.” 
 
On what he calls the flea-flicker pass play 
“(Laughing) Toss-238-gator-throwback. See, it’s too long for you to write in your column (laughing)!”  
 
DENVER BRONCOS QB KYLE ORTON 
 
On winning at home 
“We got off to a great start. You know we want to play well in front of our fan base. It means a lot when we can come in and rely on wins when you 
come back home. It’s a big week for us. We played well and we practiced well throughout the week, so hopefully that message gets across to 
everybody; you practice that way throughout the week and you have a good chance of coming out and being successful.” 

 
On taking advantage of Seattle turnovers 
“(CB) Champ (Bailey) really set the tone for us with the big interception to start the game. Basically every drive we moved the ball and I think we 
stayed turnover free. That was the goal, win the turnover battle, play physical, and make the plays when they are there and we did that.”  
 
On WR Demaryius Thomas 
“He’s a big guy out there, everybody saw that. I thought he played well. I thought he stayed within himself. He had a couple routes that he had to 
make an adjustment on the route and he was able to see everything. We’re real pleased with the way he came out and started off. I thought the 
whole receiver corps played well.” 
 
“He’s a big physical guy. He can really run. There aren’t a lot of things that he can’t do. He’s another good addition to our receiving corps. It’s a 
selfless group and he fits that mold. He’ll make the plays when they are there and he’ll run the other stuff to get the other guys open.” 
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On third-down efficiency 
“We prepared well. We saw the looks we expected to see and executed against those looks. We did a great job on first and second-down so we 
weren’t sitting there on third-and-13 or third-and-14. We were sitting there at – I think we exhausted our entire call sheet on third-and-two to [third-
and] five, so that’s a good sign.” 
 
On getting the game ball 
“There are a lot of guys that deserve that. I thought the offensive line played great; they kept me clean for the most part all day. The defense getting 
four turnovers is huge and we were able to run the football; all key elements to winning.”  
 
On Denver’s defense 
“That’s the best way to play: let the other team make a mistake, we capitalize on it, and before you know it, it’s 14 to nothing. Whenever you can play 
ahead, our defense is going to be very good when they can play from ahead. They give the other team a lot of different looks and a lot of disguises, 
so if you can turn it into a passing game we’re going to be in good shape.” 
 
On keeping Seattle from getting back into the game 
“That’s going to be our philosophy, hopefully all year. If we can put 35 on the board, we want to put 42 on the board. We’re going to have our foot on 
the gas the whole game and really try to put pressure on teams.” 
 
On if this was one of the better games of his career 
“It was a good game and you have to get ready to go for Indianapolis next week.” 
 
On trick play completion to WR Eddie Royal in second quarter 
“Great call, great call, awesome call. We practiced it four or five times in practice. When (Head Coach) Josh (McDaniels) gives you the chance to run 
– it’s a fun play and everybody wants to run those plays. As long as you can go out and execute them consistently in practice, Josh will give you the 
freedom to run them. Those are fun plays. It gets the crowd going, it gets us going. I had a big smile on my face just calling it in the huddle. (RB) 
Knowshon (Moreno) gave me a good throw and Eddie made a nice catch and almost got in.”   
 
On the threat of RB Knowshon Moreno catching the ball in the flat 
“That screen pass he caught (45 yard gain in third quarter) was one of the best plays that I’ve seen him make since I’ve been with him. It wasn’t a 
great look for a screen; it was man-to-man coverage. He made a nice catch and a nice move just to stay up, then I’m not sure how long he ended up 
taking it, but it was a big play in the game and he played well.” 
 
On WR Eddie Royal 
“Eddie is making his own role for the team. He’s worked hard becoming familiar with the slot. It’s a totally different position than the outside. We 
needed to get on the same page; it was a tough deal for us last year. We were both trying to learn each other which is tough, but he’s really 
committed himself inside and filled in that role for us nicely.” 
 

DENVER BRONCOS RB KNOWSON MORENO 
 
On third quarter touchdown 
“It felt good just to get another score on the board for the team. We put everything together so I appreciate that and feel good about that, but we still 
have to move forward and get better.” 
 
On determination on touchdown 
“It was very tough to get in there. That’s the toughest part, right there on the goal line trying to get in. I tried to make a play for the team and the 
offensive line moved them forward and I got in.” 
 
On 45-yard reception in third quarter 
“I was just trying to make play and we did that. We came out with the win and we’re more happy about that.” 
 
On WR Demaryius Thomas 
“It was his first (game) out here and he made some big plays for us. We’re happy to have him and hoping he keeps making those plays for us.”  
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On trick play in second quarter 
“I just wanted to get it to him (QB Kyle Orton). That was my concern, I was like, ‘Just get it to Kyle and he’ll make the rest happen.’” 
 
“I was just happy to get it to him. I hit him right there in the numbers and he made the play after that and (WR) Eddie (Royal) made a good run.” 
 
On the last time he threw a pass in a game 
“Back in the Georgia days I threw one for a touchdown and they called it back. I couldn’t believe it.” 
 
On screen plays 
“It definitely helps us when you can have the backs come out of the backfield and catch it and get some yards for the offense.” 
 
DENVER BRONCOS LB MARIO HAGGAN 
 
On if the defense improved from last week 
“Right now, we got the victory which is the big thing. Whatever happened on film, we’ll see it tomorrow. Hopefully there are not too many 
(corrections) but in every game there is something.” 
 
On the offense converting turnovers into points 
“It’s complementary football. Coach (Josh) McDaniels is huge on that. We talk about it every day, he drills us about it. When we get turnovers, the 
offense has to convert.” 
 
On emphasis in practice on getting turnovers 
“We preach it 30 hours a day, so it’s common. (Secondary) Coach (Ed) Donatell and (Defensive Coordinator) Coach (Don) Martindale will preach it 
30 hours a day, which is extremely a lot. To come up with them is finally starting to take place for us so hopefully we can keep it up for the rest of the 
year.” 
 
On contributions of young players 
“They are all contributing and that’s what we need right now. We’ll get some guys banged up here and there so we need some guys to step up every 
week. This is the NFL, so you have to earn your keeps and right now those guys are doing it.”  
 
On allowing 13 points 
“Those 13 points will really have me kind of sleepless tonight. You have to give it up to Seattle, they made the plays when we made the mistakes 
and they capitalized on them. So we’ll look at it on film and try to come back next week. We have to minimize those mistakes to give ourselves an 
opportunity to win each week. ” 
 
“Zero (points allowed) is better and that is the only time we’ll be happy in this locker room.”  
 


