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WIDE RECEIVER MATTHEW WILLIS 
 
On the underdog role 
“Whether I like it or not, that’s kind of where I’ve been my whole life. We talked the other day – I was small coming into high school, wasn’t a football recruit – 
I didn’t even play football. I wasn’t a recruit, so I’ve always been an underdog and that’s just the role I’ve accepted and you just work from there. You don’t 
even think about it, you just work hard – put your head down and work hard.” 
 
On the importance of special teams to him 
“Oh, that’s huge. You have two young receivers that were drafted, (WR) Eddie (Royal) (WR Jabar) “Gaff” (Gaffney), all those guys so as the fourth, fifth, 
sixth receiver, you have to play special teams so I have to be on every special team.” 
 
On whether he played on special teams in college 
“No, I returned a couple of kicks but that was the extent of my special teams so it’s been a learning process these years I’ve been in the NFL.” 
 
On whether he likes making tackles on special teams 
“Oh yeah, you get the opportunity to hit somebody, being on the other side of the coin, it feels good.” 
 
On the attention he’s received thus far in camp 
“I haven’t really paid too much attention to it. I don’t want it to be something that I’m thinking about. I just go play and I do what I have to do out on the field 
every day and hopefully that’s making plays and I hope people notice, I hope the coaches notice. It’s not something that I think about.” 
 
On his work during the offseason 
“The offseason is to get you ready for camp physically, mentally, emotionally – you have to prepare in every aspect of your life to come into camp because 
it’s rough, you get tired, you get worn out and you just have to fight through it.” 
 
On his high school football career 
“I played my freshman and sophomore year. Freshman year I wasn’t going to play, ended up coming in after they did camp when school started and then I 
played my sophomore year and gave it up because I wanted to run track in college and didn’t want to risk being injured and not being able to run in college.” 
 
On his college athletics career 
“I ran (track) two years at UCLA and then my third year, about halfway through I started talking to the head (football) coach. I was just looking for an 
opportunity to walk on and tryout, whatever, and I got one and I gave up track and took a shot.” 
 
On whether he’s happy with his decision to give up track 
“Yeah, even if I wasn’t here (playing for the Broncos), I knew it was something that later on in life I’d regret if I didn’t jump on the opportunity.” 
 
On whether the football coaches tried to convince him to join the team at UCLA 
“No, it was the complete opposite – nobody was watching me, I approached them.”  
 
On the difficulty of getting to the NFL since he didn’t play much college football 
“It’s hard, especially because I played two years (in college) – that first year I was that guy that the game is blown out or we’re winning, go in and do some 
blocks and finally my senior year I got a chance to play, started a few games and got undrafted to Baltimore and you just go from there.” 


